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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

I must start this Newsletter this month on a sad note. As you probably know,
Mike Hunnicutt passed away on March 9th after losing a long battle with
pancreatic cancer. Mike was the cornerstone of this Post for many years. An
awful lot of what went on behind the scenes at this Post were done by Mike.
He was always there to do what ever needed to be done and Post 259 will
miss him. Farewell Comrade.
The Post 259 annual golf tournament is being set up now. According to a
motion passed at the Executive Committee Meeting on March 21, this golf
tournament will from now on be known as the Mike Hunnicutt Memorial
Golf Tournament. The flyers are out and you can talk to Diane Miller for
further information.
Diane is now our permanent full time House Manager. She has worked
many long hours trying to keep things humming after Mike became ill. She
will appreciate your support and understanding. Offer help, not criticism.
We have sent out separate notices of upcoming events. This is not intended
to have all the information contained in the Newsletter, but will give persons
who do not receive the Newsletter calendar information. This is being done
on an experimental basis to determine effectiveness and costs.
Don’t forget the Post Clean Up on April 23 (Saturday). We will start with a
breakfast at 6:00 am and start cleaning, scrubbing, dusting, painting and
everything else. This will be inside and outside, including all bars, the halls,

bar areas, restrooms, front to back, upstairs and downstairs. We will have a
lunch at 12:00, then finis what needs to be done. When all the work is done,
there will free draft beer and sodas. There is no charge. Sign up at the bar
and indicate any special area/project you would like to do. Please do not
wear tuxedos or gowns.
The first round of nomination of Post Officers for the year 2011 - 2012 was
held at the General Membership Meeting on March 28. A list of nominees is
posted in the canteen. The second and final round of nominations will be
held April 25 at the General Membership Meeting. After that, no more
nominations will be made and elections will be held from 12:00 to 7:30 on
May 23 with the winning candidates announced at the General Membership
Meeting that night. Make sure you bring your Post 259 2011 Membership
Card to vote.
Are you aware that you can contribute funds to any American Legion
Program at any time in any amount. This includes Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts,
Legion Baseball, Scholarships, Veterans activities, Boys/Girls State,
Oratorical, Schools/ROTC, or Youth Camp. Just make out a check to
American Legion Post 259, ear marked for your choice, and give it to a Post
Officer or the Finance Officer, Dick Switzer. It’s tax deductible.
We need volunteers to help around the Post, particularly on BINGO night,
either in the kitchen, helping check in players or work the floor. All you
need to do is show up on Friday nights at 6:30 and see Joe DeCenzo, the
BINGO Chairman. He’ll help you get started.
See you at the Post.

Yours in Legion Comradeship
Larry G. Hall
Commander

Auxiliary Unit
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
First and foremost……Mike Hunnicutt. He was dearly loved by all that knew him and he will be missed.
I’m sorry to say that we will not be having a children’s Easter party this year because we couldn’t get anyone to sign
up their children. The party is always such a wonderful and safe experience for the children….Cookie King does
such an awesome job each year. Cookie…I hope we will be able to make this happen next year. We will obviously
have to go outside of our members to get some excitement for this program.
In our last newsletter I tried to get out some really interesting facts given to me by Liz White regarding some of the
many benefits provided to us for being members of the American Legion Auxiliary but I forgot to attach the list.
(That’s what you get for waiting until the last minute to get your newsletter out…hee hee) I am attaching the list
this time. Please look at the list. There are some really interesting items that could be helpful to you or help
encourage someone to join.
Reminder: We need new officers for the upcoming year. Liz White and Connie Puryear have agreed to be on the
Nominating Committee. Please contact them if you want to be heard. Please call one of us to offer your help.
There are two fundraising activities coming up that we could use help with: Palm Sunday Breakfast on April 17th
and a Community Yard Sale on May 14th. Please contact me if you’re able to help. We need HELP. These are two
very large events.
Due to increased costs to the American Legion Auxiliary, it was voted and approved at our last meeting that
starting 2012 our dues will increase from $14 to $20 per year. The Junior’s dues will remain at $4.00 per year. We
need members. At our last meeting Liz White, Membership Chair, announced that we only had 274 members
which includes the Juniors. We all need to put our Membership hats on and bring new members in. Maybe we can
rejuvenate our club.
On March 27th, there was a For God and Country program at the Southern Maryland Youth Camp. Honestly, I was
wary at first, even though I’m a patriot and I love the Auxiliary, these programs can be so boring. I want to tell you
that I thoroughly enjoyed the program and was incredibly moved. I wish more of you would have attended. I was
so moved about the story of the Four Chaplains that when I got home I immediately went on the internet to learn
more about their courage and selflessness for their fellow soldiers. I even rented the movie made about them. I
have attached a brief story about them that I got from their website. ENJOY!
It’s because of men and women with their courage that makes me so proud to be an American and American
Auxiliary member.
Please attend our next meeting on April 11, 2011 at 7:30 PM.
Now accepting 2011 dues: $14.00 for Seniors and $4.00 for Juniors.
Trudee Hunter
TVRHunter@aol.com
240‐299‐7117

Your benefits of belonging to the American Legion Auxiliary
FINANCIAL

Member Discounts & Services

Bank of America
Receive your own
Platinum Plus Visa credit card
1.800.932.2775
www.bankofamerica.com
ALA Code: UAA9YU

HEALTH

ScriptSave Prescriptions Savings Program
Prescription savings, for your entire
household, on brand name and generic
drugs at thousands of participating
pharmacies nationwide
1.800.700.3957
www.scriptsave.com
ALA Code: Group #: 417
EyeMed Vision Care
Savings of up to 40% on
eyeglasses and prescription sunglasses
Choose from thousands
of providers
1.800.793.8626 for a list of
providers near you
ALA Code: Plan # 9242892

We were very happy to find out we saved over $200 on our
daughter’s eyeglasses through LensCrafters because of her
Junior Auxiliary membership.
Barbara Klehr- Unit 2 Shakopee, Minnesota

Jenny Craig
Free 30 Day Program*
25% off 6 month Program*
20% off 1 year Premium
Success Program*
*plus the cost of food
Print coupon from Web site below
to receive discounts
1.800.96.JENNY
www.jennycraig.com/CorporateChannel/ala.aspx
Careington Dental
Discounted price of $9.95
per month ($90 annually)
Choose from 62,000
participating dentists
1.866.222.2558
ALA Code: ALAPCO7

TRAVEL

American Legion Auxiliary Travel
Book your travel where it counts - airfare,
hotels, car rentals, tours, cruises and more
www.ALATravels.com

Collette Vacations
Group Tours
http://partners.collettevacations.co,/index.cfm
Alamo Rental Car
Discounts of up to 20% and
unlimited mileage
24 hour advance reservations required
1.800.354.2322
www.alamo.com
ALA Code: ID# ALAUX
Wyndham Hotel Group
1.877.670.7088
http://tr.triprewards.com
Click on the word Book in the upper
right hand corner and input code.
ALA Code: 1000002807

REAL ESTATE

North American Van Lines
50% or more on interstate moving
1.800.524.5533
http://legion-aux.myhomebenefits.com
movingvalue@comcast.net
Allied Van Lines
1.800.871.8864
http://legion-aux.myhomebenefits.com
AlliedMoving@verizon.net
Auxiliary Home Benefits
50% or more on interstate moving
Real Estate Expert 866.440.3483
Mortgage Expert 866.440.3483
http://legion-aux.myhomebenefits.com

Beltone Hearing Aids
15% discount off regular list price hearing aids
Free annual electronic hearing evaluations
1.800.235.8663
Please use the ALA codes to receive your member discounts. Certain discounts may not be available in all areas and at all times.
Contact your unit president or department headquarters with questions.

INSURANCE

TECHNOLOGY

Accident Insurance
The Hartford
1.866.345.6930

ALA Wireless Solutions
www.alawireless.com

I used the member discounts to purchase a wireless phone.
I chose from several carriers, plus the activation and
shipping were free. My first phone was too difficult, but I
was able to return it free of charge and receive another one
which I do like. I am happy with my choice and the service
from the Auxiliary benefits.
Billie Crosby, Unit 211 Lompoc, California

Cancer Insurance
Mutual of Omaha
1.800.598.5877

Funeral/Final Expenses
Tribute Direct Funeral Emergency Plan
Upgrade your complimentary enrollment to
Funeral Protection Plan for only $29.95
1.866.878.3581

Dell Computers
Savings on computers and software
1.877.289.9437
www.dell.com/epp/flyer
ALA Code: CS711278890

Cash when you’re hospitalized
Physicians Mutual
1.800.555.7642
ALA Code: American Legion Auxiliary

Dish Network TV
Reduced installation fees
1.866.534.4669
www.legiondish.com
ALA Code: American Legion Auxiliary

Life Insurance
Physicians Mutual
1.800.555.7542
ALA Code: American Legion Auxiliary
Long Term Care
Genworth
1.888.436.9678

Medicare Supplement
underwritten by
AEGON companies
1.800.247.1771

GE/Union Fidelity
current policy holders only
1.800.523.5758

CA Affinity Long Distance
4.5 cents per minute
1.800.964.3863
ALA Code: American Legion Auxiliary
For NY Residents

Your ALA - The benefits of belonging
In addition to benefits provided by vendors,
members also receive the following:
Auxiliary magazine
Free subscription to this quarterly
publication that features news for
and about our members
Scholarships
Opportunity to apply for various
educational scholarships

Auxiliary Emergency Fund
Eligible to apply for emergency assistance once
three consecutive years of membership are
maintained

National Meetings
Option to attend the annual national meetings of
the Auxiliary; National Convention held in
August in various cities across the U.S. and
Awareness Assembly held in early spring in
Washington, D.C.

FREE WAY TO GIVE BACK- DID YOU KNOW?
You can support the Auxiliary Foundation when you search or
shop online. How? By using GoodSearch and GoodShop each
mouse click earns $ for the ALA Foundation, a 501(c)(3) public
benefit corporation that supports the Auxiliary’s programs. Gifts
today ensure the continued care of veterans and their families
tomorrow. Imagine the free money the ALA Foundation could
raise if we all used GoodSearch and GoodShop. It’s so simple!
When searching the Internet use GoodSearch.com
(powered by Yahoo)
Type American Legion Auxiliary Foundation in the dropdown
box labeled:
WHO DO YOU GOODSEARCH FOR?

When shopping online use GoodShop.com
Type American Legion Auxiliary Foundation in the dropdown
box labeled:
WHO DO YOU SUPPORT?
Then, shop at the stores listed and earn money for the Auxiliary
Foundation!

American Legion Auxiliary National Headquarters | 8945 N. Meridian St. | Indianapolis, IN 46260
P 317.569.4500 | F 317.569.4502 | alahq@legion-aux.org | www.legion-aux.org

THE SAGA OF THE FOUR CHAPLAINS
It was the evening of Feb. 2, 1943, and the U.S.A.T. Dorchester was crowded to capacity, carrying 902 service
men, merchant seamen and civilian workers.
Once a luxury coastal liner, the 5,649-ton vessel had been converted into an Army transport ship. The
Dorchester, one of three ships in the SG-19 convoy, was moving steadily across the icy waters from
Newfoundland toward an American base in Greenland. SG-19 was escorted by Coast Guard Cutters Tampa,
Escanaba and Comanche.
Hans J. Danielsen, the ship's captain, was concerned and cautious. Earlier the
Tampa had detected a submarine with its sonar. Danielsen knew he was in
dangerous waters even before he got the alarming information. German U-boats
were constantly prowling these vital sea lanes, and several ships had already
been blasted and sunk.
The Dorchester was now only 150 miles from its destination, but the captain
ordered the men to sleep in their clothing and keep life jackets on. Many
soldiers sleeping deep in the ship's hold disregarded the order because of the
engine's heat. Others ignored it because the life jackets were uncomfortable.
On Feb. 3, at 12:55 a.m., a periscope broke the chilly Atlantic waters. Through
the cross hairs, an officer aboard the German submarine U-223 spotted the
Dorchester.
The U-223 approached the convoy on the surface, and after identifying and
targeting the ship, he gave orders to fire the torpedoes, a fan of three were
fired. The one that hit was decisive--and deadly--striking the starboard side,
amid ship, far below the water line.
Danielsen, alerted that the Dorchester was taking water rapidly and sinking,
gave the order to abandon ship. In less than 20 minutes, the Dorchester would
slip beneath the Atlantic's icy waters.
Tragically, the hit had knocked out power and radio contact with the three escort ships. The CGC Comanche, however,
saw the flash of the explosion. It responded and then rescued 97 survivors. The CGC Escanaba circled the Dorchester,
rescuing an additional 132 survivors. The third cutter, CGC Tampa, continued on, escorting the remaining two ships
.
Aboard the Dorchester, panic and chaos had set in. The blast had killed scores of men, and many more were seriously
wounded. Others, stunned by the explosion were groping in the darkness. Those sleeping without clothing rushed topside
where they were confronted first by a blast of icy Arctic air and then by the knowledge that death awaited.
Men jumped from the ship into lifeboats, over-crowding them to the point of capsizing, according to eyewitnesses. Other
rafts, tossed into the Atlantic, drifted away before soldiers could get in them.
Through the pandemonium, according to those present, four Army chaplains brought hope in despair and light in
darkness. Those chaplains were Lt. George L. Fox, Methodist; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, Jewish; Lt. John P. Washington,
Roman Catholic; and Lt. Clark V. Poling, Dutch Reformed.
Quickly and quietly, the four chaplains spread out among the soldiers. There they tried to calm the frightened, tend the
wounded and guide the disoriented toward safety.
"Witnesses of that terrible night remember hearing the four men offer prayers for the dying and encouragement for those
who would live," says Wyatt R. Fox, son of Reverend Fox.
One witness, Private William B. Bednar, found himself floating in oil-smeared water surrounded by dead bodies and
debris. "I could hear men crying, pleading, praying," Bednar recalls. "I could also hear the chaplains preaching courage.
Their voices were the only thing that kept me going."

Another sailor, Petty Officer John J. Mahoney, tried to reenter his cabin but Rabbi Goode stopped him. Mahoney,
concerned about the cold Arctic air, explained he had forgotten his gloves.
"Never mind," Goode responded. "I have two pairs." The rabbi then gave the petty officer his own gloves. In retrospect,
Mahoney realized that Rabbi Goode was not conveniently carrying two pairs of gloves, and that the rabbi had decided not
to leave the Dorchester.
By this time, most of the men were topside, and the chaplains opened a
storage locker and began distributing life jackets. It was then that Engineer
Grady Clark witnessed an astonishing sight.
When there were no more lifejackets in the storage room, the chaplains
removed theirs and gave them to four frightened young men.
"It was the finest thing I have seen or hope to see this side of heaven," said
John Ladd, another survivor who saw the chaplains' selfless act.

Ladd's response is understandable. The altruistic action of the four chaplains constitutes one of the purest spiritual and
ethical acts a person can make. When giving their life jackets, Rabbi Goode did not call out for a Jew; Father Washington
did not call out for a Catholic; nor did the Reverends Fox and Poling call out for a Protestant. They simply gave their life
jackets to the next man in line.
As the ship went down, survivors in nearby rafts could see the four chaplains--arms linked and braced against the slanting
deck. Their voices could also be heard offering prayers.
Of the 902 men aboard the U.S.A.T. Dorchester, 672 died, leaving 230 survivors. When the news reached American
shores, the nation was stunned by the magnitude of the tragedy and heroic conduct of the four chaplains.
"Valor is a gift," Carl Sandburg once said. "Those having it never know for sure whether they have it until the test comes."
That night Reverend Fox, Rabbi Goode, Reverend Poling and Father Washington passed life's ultimate test. In doing so,
they became an enduring example of extraordinary faith, courage and selflessness.
The Distinguished Service Cross and Purple Heart were awarded posthumously December 19, 1944, to the next of kin by
Lt. Gen. Brehon B. Somervell, Commanding General of the Army Service Forces, in a ceremony at the post chapel at Fort
Myer, VA.
A one-time only posthumous Special Medal for Heroism was authorized by Congress and awarded by the President
Eisenhower on January 18, 1961. Congress attempted to confer the Medal of Honor but was blocked by the stringent
requirements that required heroism performed under fire. The special medal was intended to have the same weight and
importance as the Medal of Honor.

“This story was provided by the Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation”

AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIPS
Any Auxiliary Junior member graduating from high school in June, 2011, and attending college in
September,, 2011, please contact me. You may be eligible to a scholarship.
Elizabeth White
Education Chairman
301-868-1612

AUXILIARY DUES FOR 2012
Senior dues for 2012 will be $20.00. The Junior dues will still be $4.00. We voted on this
increase at our March meeting. This increase is necessary because our National office is going
to increase theirs. Any questions, please don't hesitate to call me.
Elizabeth White
Membership Chairman
301-868-1612

S.A.L.
Hello All,
The month of March held up its end of the bargain as well as January and February had. It got
out of here just as fast. I would like to touch on a few things with everyone about some things that
we have on the horizon. However, before I do that, I must pass on some very sad news. The
S.A.L. Squadron 259 has lost one of its Life Members. Robert Michael Hunnicutt Sr. was laid to
rest on March 11, 2011 in a ceremony at Lee’s Funeral Home. It commenced at his final resting
place at Cedar Hill Cemetary in Suitland. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family and dear
friends.
As the S.A.L. Commander, I am obligated to share the news of one of our members passing, with
the membership. As a friend to Mike and his family, I owe him much more than that. My parents
befriended Mike when I was very young. It didn’t take long for me to understand why. Mike had
some unique qualities about him that stood out to me. He had a confidence about his beliefs that
were second to none. If he thought it something needed to be done, he took charge and did it.
More times than not, he did it solely out of the kindness of his heart. He was a paid employee of
The American Legion but never allowed that to interfere with doing something for The Legion, the
Ladies Auxiliary or The S.A.L. whenever it was needed.
Another quality that Mike had was one that I really admire and try to instill in my life today. In the
“rat race” that we live in, there are long periods of time that we just don’t get to see one another. I
went through a period when I hadn’t seen Mike in well over 5 years. When I finally got to see him
again, he welcomed me as if we had just seen each other the day before. He had a way of
making you feel extremely comfortable at times when you normally wouldn’t.
Words can not express what Mike has meant to the American Legion Family. We know that
grieving his passing is inevitably tough and will take some time. But I also know that Mike would
not want us to take too long, for there is much more work to be done. His legacy will always
remain and we are all certainly blessed to have known Robert Michael Hunnicutt Sr.

A Huge Thank You must be sent out to Trudee, the Auxiliary and all that helped with Mike’s
repast. The meal was delicious and I’m quite sure that Mike would be very proud.
The S.A.L. has taken on the task of sponsoring a house for “Christmas in April”. This effort is
spear-headed by our current finance officer and Life Member Gary Castleman. This event is
scheduled for April 30, 2011 and the house is located in Clinton, Md. If there is anyone that would
like to volunteer their time and/or make any monetary donation, please contact Gary at (301) 8682550 or send a check to the American Legion Post 259. Make sure that you put “S.A.L. Christmas
in April” down in the left-hand portion of your check. Let’s make this a “Christmas in April” to
remember for someone in need.
We also have on the calender for May, our Annual Mother's Day Brunch. It will run from 9am to
1pm on Mother's Day, May 8, 2011. The food is always plentiful and we plan on having a big
turnout again this year. Please plan to bring the family up to the Post and share in this special
day. Any members that are willing to pitch in with the preparation of the meal, please contact one
of our members for more information.
Thank you to all and be safe in your travels.
Yours truly,
David Hutchinson
S.A.L. Commander

CHARLOTTE HALL
Post 259 held their monthly BINGO program at the home on 9 March 2011, Trudee
Hunter from the Auxiliary, Bob Levendusky and Al Elmond were the post 259 volunteers
with much appreciated help from the Chopticon High School ROTC students and other
volunteers. Thanks to the Auxiliary for providing the snacks for the evening. The next
BINGO will be 13 April 2011. The pictures this month include volunteers that sit with
the veterans to provide help with playing bingo and valuable friendship.
Helping hands are always welcome. The rewards are priceless from a very grateful group
of heroes.
Al Elmond

Palm Sunday Breakfast
April 17, 2011
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
$8.00 Adults
$3.00 Children (10 and under)
Pancakes
Scrambled Eggs
Bacon/Sausage
Hash Brown Potatoes
Sausage Gravy
Biscuits
Juice/Milk/Coffee/Tea

Yard Sale
May 14, 2011
7:00 AM – 1:00 PM
$15.00 per space – Paid in advance
$20.00 at the door

(Provide your own tables)

Rain or Shine
Please contact Vivian Boyd at 301‐736‐7176
Pl

American Legion Post 259
Mike Hunnicutt Memorial Golf Tournament
Wednesday, June 8th 2011

Potomac Ridge Golf Course
15800 Sharpersville Road
Waldorf, Maryland 20601
(301-372-1305)

Format: “Scramble”
9:00 AM Shot-gun Start
Includes:
Green fee’s and cart
“Hot Dogs, Beer and Sodas on the course”
Dinner and Prize Banquet
at the American Legion Post 259
A. L. Post 259
9122 Piscataway Road
Clinton, MD 20735
301-868-2550

$260.00 per foursome
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

Auxillary Officers
President
Trudee Hunter
Vice Pres. Glenda Morgan
Secretary
Maria Suthard
Treasurer Toni Carr
Historian
Vivian Boyd
Chaplain
Sharon Franklin
Sgt At Arms Barbara Theesen
Exec. Comm.Liz White
Ginger Latimer
Marilyn Thomas

Post Officers
Commander
Larry G. Hall
Adjutant
Robert A. Wilson
Ass’t Adjutant
1st Vice
Gary Gifford
2nd Vice
Matthew Garofalo
3rd Vice
Ronald Potts
Judge Advocate Elbert “ED’ White
Service Officer Joseph Vlcek
Finance Officer Richard Switzer
Ass’t Fin Officer Jerald Thompson
Historian
Charles Lewis
Chaplain
Thomas Treichel
Sgt At Arms
George Martin
Sgt Major
John Jackson
Exec Comm.
James Panor
Joseph DeCenzo
Joseph Morgan
Richard Barb
Melvin Hale

S.A.L. Officers
Commander
David Hutchinson
1st Vice
Wayne Berbig
2nd Vice
Richard Walsh
Finance Officer Gary Castleman
Sgt At Arms
Todd Harding
Historian
Red Aliff
Chaplain
Lou Montgomery
Executive
Committeeman Dave Desmaris
Advisor
Jim Cox
Advisor
George Bucklew

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

April 2011
1

2

BINGO
Early Bird
7:15 PM

3

4

5
S.A.L.
7:30 PM

6

7

8

Shrimp
5:30 - 7:30 PM

9
BINGO
Early Bird
7:15 PM

Pinochle
10

CANCELED

Auxiliary:
Children’s Easter
Party
17 PALM
SUNDAY
Auxiliary Brunch
9:00 - 1:00 PM
24
EASTER

11
Auxiliary Unit
259
7:30 PM

12

13

14

15

Shrimp
5:30 - 7:30 PM

BINGO
Early Bird
7:15 PM

Pinochle
18

19

Executive
Committee
7:30 PM

20

21

22

Shrimp
5:30 - 7:30 PM

16 Post Cleanup
Day. Starts at
6:30 AM with
breakfast for the
workers.
23

BINGO
Early Bird
7:15 PM

Pinochle
25 General
Membership
Dinner 6:30 PM
Meeting 7:30 PM

26

27
Shrimp
5:30 - 7:30 PM
Pinochle

28

29

30
BINGO
Early Bird
7:15 PM

