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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 

When I took over as Commander at the beginning of the Legion year, I identified three 
main objectives. These objectives were "Building on the Post's Past", "Strengthening the Post's 
Present", and "Preserving the Post's Future". Recently, I learned that we achieved a goal that 
hits on all three objectives. Some of you (hopefully all of you) may recall the "Shoot for the 
Stars" initiative by which we hoped to return Post 259 to 3-star status. I'm very pleased to 
announce that we made it. In order to achieve 3-star status we needed to increase our 
membership by at least one more member than we had last year. Thanks to everyone who 
helped achieve this goal. Now let's do it again for the upcoming Legion year. 

The Flag Disposal Ceremony on June 14th was fairly well attended but it would have been 
nice to have more attendees. After a short ceremony, we disposed of approximately 50 
unserviceable various size flags by properly burning them. 

How many of you out there have an email address? Have you thought about providing it to 
us? Our newsletter comes out only once a month and occasionally there is information to share 
which comes up after the last edition but prior to the next edition. Email would be a great way 
to get those interim messages out to you. You can also request that the newsletter be sent to 
you electronically which not only cuts down on paper use; but also, helps the Post save on 
mailing costs. 

I want to thank everyone who has contributed so far to our Post baseball team. Over $800 
has been raised towards our goal of approximately $5,000. Executive Committeeman Jim Panor 
who heads this project up is constantly thinking of additional fundraisers. Sure would be nice to 
see many of you at an upcoming fundraiser and, if you can't attend, donations are always 
appreciated. 

We had a guest speaker from the Maryland Defense Force at the June regular membership 
meeting. I hope to have additional guest speakers at upcoming regular membership meetings. 
Keep an eye out for information in upcoming newsletters. 

The Post Installation of Officers was well attended. It was good to have both the SAL and 
Auxiliary participating this year. 

Last, but not least, I hope all of you have a pleasurable 4th of July. As always, thanks for 
your continuing support, thoughts, and ideas. 

In Legion Service
Brian Kern, Commander



MEMBERSHIP 

Our Post is once again a Three Star Post with 
1,069 members! As we conclude our membership 
drive for 2009, I want to render a right hand 
salute and many thanks to Ed White and Ron 
Erlwein. These two Past Post Commanders have 
been the heavy lifters for the membership 
committee again this year. Expanding the 
membership committee will be one of our goals this 
coming year. If you have some time or ideas to 
contribute, let me know. 

You can now pay your 2010 dues online with 
your credit card. In your internet browser, enter 
www.mdlegion.orq. This is the Department of 
Maryland's web site. Choose MEMBERSHIP and 
from the drop down menu, choose "Pay You Dues 
Online". Email your receipt to us at 
ALMD259verizon.net . and we will either mail your 
card to you or you can pick it up at the Post. 

You also may wish to insulate yourself from 
future dues increases by becomes a Paid Up For 
Life member PUFL). Now is the time to consider it, 
because National is considering increasing the PUFL 
rates this fall. 

You can purchase your PUFL by credit card or 
check. For those with tight budgets, National will 
finance your purchase; you pay 10% with the 
application and the balance will be billed over a 
twelve month period. 

Gary Gifford, 1st Vice Commander 
(301) 863-8467 

SAL Monthly Meetings
First Monday of Each Month

7:00 PM 

This will be my last newsletter to you as 
Commander of Clinton Squadron 259. My past two 
years as the SAL Commander has been very 
gratifying and numerous accomplishments have 
been achieved during this time. During our June 
meeting the new slate of SAL officers were elected 
and inducted June 27th in conjunction with 
Post259. The new team is as follows: 

- Commander — David Hutchinson 
- 1st Vice — Wayne Berbig 
- Finance Officer - Gary Castleman

- Historian — Robert "Reds" Aliff 
- Sgt at Arms — Richard Walsh 
- Executive Committee — Gary Castleman & 

Wayne Berbig 

Please render Commander Hutchinson and all 
SAL officers your support. They will need your help 
in continuing the work of the Squadron. We are 
still looking for members to volunteer to serve in 
any of the vacant positions. With everyone's 
participation and diligent efforts nothing but a 
banner year is expected for the Squadron in the 
coming year. 

Dave C Desmarais, Gregory J Chenette and 
Robert D "Reds" Aliff are the latest new SAL 
Squadron 259 members. As noted above Reds has 
really jumped in by volunteering as Historian during 
the upcoming year. Give our new members a big 
welcome. 

The Squadron furnished funds to the Post 259 
to sponsor one person to Boys State. 

Yours in Service, 
Wayne Berbig 

SAL Commander 

CHARLOTTE HALL 

The Post held their monthly BINGO program at 
Charlotte Hall on 10 June. The only VOLUNTEERS 
helping me out this month were Bob Levendusky, 
Al Elmond, and Mike Gilbert. Thanks to the 
AUXILIARY for providing the snacks. We had 74 
veterans in attendance. Our next BINGO will be 8 
July.

Remember to say, "THANKS TO A VET." 

Mike Strotkamp
301 645 2397 

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC, 

FISHING TRIP: Several Post members expressed 
interest in a salt water fishing trip in August. If you 
are interested please contact the undersigned. 

Joseph V. Vlcek, Service Officer 
301.292.4497



POST ACHIEVES 3 STAR STATUS: Thanks to 
the dedicated efforts of a few Post members and 
the efforts of all Post members, Clinton American 
Legion Post 259 is proudly again a 3-star Post. 
This year we were able to increase our membership 
by at least one more member than we had last 
year and reverse a downward membership trend 
for the last several years. Membership is the 
strength of the American Legion and the strength 
of Post 259. Now, let's start a new trend of 
increasing membership every year. Talk to 
veterans you know and ask them if they are Legion 
members. If not, let's determine their eligibility 
and get them an application. Application forms are 
available in the Canteen. 

HELP WANTED: Looking for a way to get more 
involved in the Post's operations? Want to help out 
while learning from others? Your Post Commander 
is looking for someone to act as the Assistant 
Adjutant. The Assistant Adjutant is an appointed 
position whose primary responsibility is recording 
the meetings and preparing meeting minutes. If 
you have an interest and can be counted on to 
attend two meetings a month (3rd and 4th 
Mondays of every month), please contact 
Commander Kern by calling the Post (301-868-
2550) and leaving a message. 

FEMALE POST MEMBERS —WHERE ARE YOU? 
While we always have good attendance from male 
Post members at our regular membership 
meetings, it seems like our female Post members 
are very under-represented at the meetings. In 
fact, many times there is no representation. We'd 
sure like the benefit of your participation. Please 
consider attending an upcoming regular 
membership meeting. Meetings are held the fourth 
Monday of every month beginning at 7:30 PM. A 
hot meal is provided prior to the meeting. 

OINK, OINK, HERE PIG PIG PIG: Just a 
reminder that the Post will have a pig roast in 
August. Additional information is forthcoming and 
keep your eyes open for flyers, etc. Good food, 
good fun, and good comradeship will be plenty. 
Hope to see you there!!!!

COSTCO: Since the cost of prescription drugs is 
so outrageous, we would like everyone to know 
about this. It pays to shop around. Steve Wilson, 
an investigative reporter for Channel 7 News in 
Detroit , did a story on generic drug price gouging 
by pharmacies. He found in his investigation, that 
some of these generic drugs were marked up as 
much as 3,000% or more. Yes, that's not a 
typo 	 three thousand percent! So often, we 
blame the drug companies for the high cost of 
drugs, and usually rightfully so. But in this case, 
the fault clearly lies with the pharmacies 
themselves. For example, if you had to buy a 
prescription drug, and bought the name brand, you 
might pay $100 for 100 pills. 

The pharmacist might tell you that if you get 
the generic equivalent, they would only cost $80, 
making you think you are "saving" $20. What the 
pharmacist is not telling you is that those 100 
generic pills may have only cost him $10! 

At the end of the report, one of the anchors 
asked Mr. Wilson whether or not there were any 
pharmacies that did not adhere to this practice, 
and he said that Costco consistently charged little 
over their cost for the generic drugs. 

At the Costco site, you can look up any drug, 
and get its online price. It says that the in-store 
prices are consistent with the online prices. I ran a 
test and was appalled. 

Just to give you one example from my own 
experience, my daughters uses a certain 
prescription that is not covered by her 
insurance because of a "pre-condition" issue. She 
has to pay the while amount. I used the generic 
equivalent, which cost $43.55 for 30 pills at a 
reputable pharmacy. I checked the price at Costco, 
and I could bought this medicine for $17.67. 

I would like to mention, that although Costco is 
a "membership" type store, you do NOT have to be 
a member to buy prescriptions there, as it is a 
federally regulated substance. You just tell them at 
the door that you wish to use the pharmacy, and 
they will let you in. (this is true) 

Check it out. you'll be amazed!! 

Joseph V. Vicek
Service Officer 
301.292.4497



MEMBER ID # 

	 ZIP 	  

TOTAL PUFL FEE $ 

STATE

THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
APPLICATION FOR PAID-UP-FOR-LIFE (PUFL) MEMBERSHIP 

(Please type or print - see instructions on reverse) 

APPLICANT'S NAME 	  

MAILING ADDRESS 	  

CITY 	  

TELEPHONE NO.[ 	  	 DATE OF BIRTH
(Mo./Day/Year)
	

(See Chart on Reverse) 

BRANCH OF SERVICE (check one only): q US Army	 111 US Navy
	

111 US Marines	 q US Air Force 111 US Coast Guard 

q Full Payment Enclosed OR q Time Payment Enclosed -- Requires minimum payment of 10% OF TOTAL as down payment. 
(See instructions on reverse) 

PAYMENT IS MADE BY THE FOLLOWING METHOD: 
q Check or Money Order (Made payable to The American Legion) 1)0 NOT SEND CASH.  

Please provide check or money order number 	  

q Charge to MasterCard, Visa, Discover or American Express 

(Credit Card Number)
	

(Expiration Date) 

Date
	
	 Signature of Applicant 	 

Applicant's signature may be omitted if PUFL is to be given as a gift. If card is to be mailed to another address, enter below. 

IF GIFT, MAIL CARD TO:

Mbr ID # (If applicable): 

Mailing Address 	  

City 	 State
	 Zip 	  

I. By signature below, I certify that the PUFL applicant named above is a member in good standing and holds a valid membership card. Annual 
dues were last paid for the 	 membership year and were paid to Post # 	 in the Department of 	  

2. Check one: 
q Member is applying at a PUFL fee based on our annual Post dues rate of $ 	  
q With Post approval, this member is applying at a PUFL fee based on the reduced Post dues rate of $ 

3. If applicable, this member is transferring from the above Post to (new) Post # 	 in the Department of 	  

Name

Signature of Post Adjutant or Finance Officer Dept/Post # Date Processed By Post 

•	 IP- • D. 

q Member	 National Per Capita 	  
q Post	 Dept Per Capita 	  
q Dept.	 Post Per Capita 

FORM #32-090 (October 2003)

Date Received at National: 

A DETACH HERE A 

APPLICANT'S RECEIPT: 

Name of Applicant
	

Payment Received	 Date Processed By Post 

The member named above has applied for a Paid-Up-For-Life membership. The application has been certified by the Post and sent to the 
Department Headquarters with the payment noted above. After Department approval, it will be forwarded to National Headquarters for final 
processing. National will issue a permanent membership card in recognition of your status as a PUFL member of The American Legion. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!
Signature of Post Adjutant or Finance Officer



You must already be a member of The American Legion before application for a 
Paid-Up-For-Life membership can be initiated. 

HOW TO BE A PAID-UP-FOR-LIFE AMERICAN LEGIONNAIRE 
Any member of The American Legion, in good standing, is eligible provided the Post is in a Department participating in the National Paid-
Up-For-Life (PUFL) Membership Plan. Kansas and Nebraska do not participate (they have their own plan). To be in good standing, the member 
must have a valid membership card for the current year. After January I, a member is delinquent i f dues for the current year are not paid, and would 
need to pay current dues before being eligible to purchase a PUFL. Should a PUFL member hold membership in a Post whose charter has been 
canceled and the member is unable to effect a transfer, then the unused portion of the original fee will be refunded. The same rule will apply in the 
case of a member whose membership has been revoked by the Post. Except as stated, no refunds of PUFL membership fees will be made. 

COST OF A PAID-UP-FOR-LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
A PUFL membership is based on two factors - the member's age at the time of purchase and the total dues of the Post at the same time. The total 
dues of the Post include the Department and National per capitas and the amount of the annual dues retained by the Post. The dues amount used to 
compute the cost may NOT be less than the sum of the Department and National per capitas. The chart below shows the cost of a PUFL 
membership for any age and for some Post dues. Pick out your age group (your age at last birthday) then find your Post dues in the left-hand column 
and go across to your age column; this is your cost. For example, if your dues are $25.00 and you are 65 years old, your cost is $352. 

The American Legion PAID-UP-FOR-LIFE Membership Rate Chart - effective January 1, 2004 
DUES	 AGF, GROUP 

24 
& Under

25-29 30-34	 35-39 40-44 45-49	 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85 
& Over 

$20 $697 $663 $626 $585 $540 $492	 $441 $388 $334 $282	 $232	 $186 $145 $118 

$21 $732 $696 $657 $614 $567 $517 $463 $407 $351 $296 $244 $195 $152 $123 

$22 $766 $729 $688 $644 $594 $542 $485 $427 $367 $310 $255 $204 $159 $129 

$23 $801 $762 $719 $673	 $621 $566 $507 $446 $384 $324 $267	 $213 $166 $135 

$24

---

$836 $795 $751 $702	 $648 $591 $529 $466	 $401 $338 $279 $223 $174 $141 

r
"-I25 $871 $829	 $782 $731	 $676 $616 $552 $485 $418 $352 $290 $232 $181 $147 

$26	 $906 $862 $813 $761 $703 $640 $574 $504 $434	 $366 $302 $241 $188 $153 

$27

I

$941 $895 I	 $845 $790 $730 $665 $596 $524 $451	 I	 $380 $313 $251 $195	 $159 

$28 $976	 l	 928	 $875

I

pair- $757 $589 $618 j $541 -$468 I $39A- i Fin- r $266 $202	 1	 $165	 ' 

15 $1,010 $961 $907 $848	 $784 $714 $640 $563 $484 $408 $337	 $269 $210 $171 

$30 $1,045 $994 $938 $878 $811 $739 $662 $582 $501 $422 $348 $278 $217 $176 

$31 $1,080 $1,027 $970 $907 $838 $763	 $684 $601 $518 $436 $360 $288 $224 $182 

$32 $1,115	 $1,060 $1,001 $936 $865 $788	 $706	 $621 $534	 $451 $372 $297 $231	 188 
$33 $1,150 $1,094	 $1,032 $965 $892 $812	 $728 $640 $551 $465 $383 $306 $239 $194 

$34 $1,185 $1,127 $1,064 $995 $919 $837	 $750 $660	 $568 $479 $395 $316 $246	 $200 

$35 $1,219 $1,160 $1,095 $1,024 $946 $862 $772 $679 $585 $493 $406 $325 $253	 $206 

$36 $1,254	 $1,193 $1,126 $1,053 $973 $886 $794 $698 $601 $507	 l $418 $334 $260	 $212 

$37 $1,289 $1,226 $1,157 $1,082 $1,000 $911 $816 $718 $618	 $521 $430 $343 $268	 $218 

$38 $1,324 $1,259	 $1,189 $1,112 $1,027 $936 $838 $737 $635 $535 $441 $353 $275	 $223 

$39 $1,359 $1,292 $1,220 $1,141 $1,054 $960 $860 $757 $651 $549 $453 $362 $282	 $229 

$1,170 $1,081 $985 $882 $776 $668 $563 $464 $371 $289 1---$235-- $40 $1,394 $1,326 $1,251 

Other * $34.84	 $33.14 $31.28 $29.25 $27.02 $24.62 $22.06 $19.40 $16.70 I $14.08 Fl $11.61 $7.23	 $5.88

* If the Post dues are not shown on the chart, compute the cost by multiplying the actual dues by the amount in the "Other" line, using the one at the 
bottom of your age column. For example, age 62 and annual dues of $27.50 (multiply $27.50 x $16.70 = $459 [rounded to the nearest dollar]). If 
you use this method to compute the cost, double-check your multiplication to verify the fee...this will avoid unnecessary correspondence and delay. 

THE APPLICATION FORM 
The applicant fills out the top portion of the form in full, signs it, and turns it over to the Post Adjutant. Unless the membership is to be charged to 
MasterCard, VISA, Discover or American Express, payment by personal check or money order must accompany the application. If desired, 
arrangements may be made to pay the fee on time payment - enclose at least 10% of the total PUFL fee with the application. Coupons with 
envelopes are sent to the member so monthly payments can be submitted until the balance is paid in full (you have 12 months to pay the balance). 
Post Adjutant or Finance Officer must certify 1) the member is in good standing, 2) enter the latest year for which dues are paid, 3) the member I.D. 
#, and 4) the dues amount used to calculate the lifetime fee. After signing, the Post Adjutant or Finance Officer gives the receipt to the applicant. 
The Post is encouraged to make a copy of the application for its records. The Post Membership Roster, and any other personnel records should 
be marked to show the member has paid dues for life as of the date on which the application is signed, or has begun a Time Payment plan. 



PIG ROAST 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1sT 
CLINTON POST 259 

AMERICAN LEGION 

2:00 pm until 7:00 pm 
Roasted pig, pork roast, chicken and sides 

Beer and sodas 
$20.00 per person 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE LEGION 
9122 Piscataway Road, Clinton 

Tickets must be purchased by Friday, July_26	 _ 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

The annual Post golf tournament was held on June 10th at the Marlborough Country Club. It was another huge 
success. With downpours for two days before, and downpours for two days afterwards, the golf gods were sure looking 
out for us. Everyone one on the course had a great time playing golf, eating hot dogs, and drinking the beverages of 
their choice. 

After golf, everyone came back to the Post for the awards banquet and to enjoy a roast beef and pork loin dinner, with 
all the trimmings. I would like to thank all the volunteers that helped maker this a fun day. They are: Liz White, Connie 
Puryear, Jerry Cones, Little Moe Moroney, Larry Hall, Matt Garofalo, George Bucklew, Gary Castleman, Jimmie Blume, 
Dick Coppage, Cookie King, Irene Gilbert, Tine Persetic, and of course, Anne Richards. 

I would like to give a special thanks to our friend, Al Festomocher, who donated a ton of gifts for door prizes. He also 
brought several sets of golf clubs for us to give away to kids and grand kids who are interested in learning golf. These 
clubs were grabbed up fast by several members. Al is a golf professional who works very hard with First Tee. Again 
we thank you very much Al, for your continued support of our tournament. 

As you can see, it takes a lot of volunteers to make functions work. So, if you have time, volunteer to help. You will 
find that it's more fun than work and the Post can always use your help. 

Our hole sponsors were: East Electrical Automation Service, Inc., Gary Castleman, Anne Richards, Duke Coppage, 
R.C. and Gail Bennett, Miller Farms Market and Bakery, Maryland Senate President Thomas V. "Mike" Miller, American 
Auxiliary Unit 259, B. K. Miller Liquors, Jones and Associates Insurance Agency, Color Crafters Collision Center, 
George Kalas Funeral Home, Complete Building Service, The Morning Club Band, Bud, Moe, Gordon, R.C., Sue, 
Kenny, and last, but not least, P.A.G.E., Inc.(Dick Coppage), who, for years has made our signs for Hole Sponsor for 
both the Post and S.A.L. tournaments. 

Mike Hunnicutt 
Golf Chairman



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

July 2009
1

Shrinp 
5:30 - 7:30 

Pinochle

PM

2 3
BINGO 

Early Bird 
7:15 PM

4
HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 
USA !! 

5 6	 S.A.L. 
Meeting 
7:30 PM

7 8
Shrinp 

5:30 - 71:30 

Pinochle

PM

9 10
BINGO 

Early Bird 
7:15 PM

11 

12 13

Week 
Convention 

IPinochle' 

14 15
Shrimp 

5:30 - 7:30 PM

16 17
BINGO 

Early Bird 
7:15 PM

18 

19 20
Executive 

Committee 
7:30 PM

21 22
Shrimp 

5:30 - 7:30 

Pinochle

PM

23 24
BINGO 

Early Bird 
7:15 PM

25 

26 27	 General 
Membership 
Dinner 6:30 PM 

Meeting 7:30 PM

28 29
Shrimp 

5:30 - 7:30 PM 

Pinichle

30 31
BINGO 

Early Bird 
7:15 PM
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Post Officers
	

S.A.L. Officers Auxiliary 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Chaplain 
Historian 
Sgt at Arms 
Executive 

Committee

Officers 
Toni Carr 
Mary Phares 
Glenda Morgan 
Mary Russell 
Sharon Franklin 
Vivian Morgan 
Ruth King 
Ginger Latimer 
Barbara Theesen 
Liz White

Commander 
Adjutant 
Asst. Adjutant 
1st Vice 
2nd Vice 
3rd Vice 
Judge Advocate 
Service Officer 
Finance Officer 
Historian 
Chaplain 
Sgt at Arms 
Sergeant Major 
Executive 
Committee

Brian Kern 
Robert A. Wilson 
Charles Rentz 
Gary Gifford 
Brock Hursey 
Ron Potts 
Elbert "Ed" White 
Joseph Vlcek 
Jerald Thompson 
Charles Lewis 
Robert McCollum 
Robert Russell 
William Ward 

Jim Panor 
Joe Morgan 
John Jackson 
Matt Garofalo 
Bud Werbowetski

Commander 
Adjutant 
1st Vice 
2nd Vice 
Judge Advocate 
Finance Office 
Chaplain 
Historian 
Sgt at Arms 
Executive 
Committee

Dave Hutchinson 
Vacant 
Wayne Berbig 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Gary Castleman 
Vacant 
Robert Aliff 
Richard Walsh 

Gary Castleman 
Wayne Berbig
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